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HAPPY FALL!
SCWS students and parents,
It is hard to believe we are already 25% of the way through the 2019-20
school year. I hope you have had a successful start to your school year! At this
point students should already be earning a few credits, while also making
substantial progress in their core content courses. If you feel like you need
assistance in getting back on track, please contact your teachers and school
counselor for tips on how to do your best.
We have had some incredible school events so far this school year, including
Physics Day at the SC State Fair, College and Career Night, and Movie and
Game Night. We have plenty of other fun events planned for November and
December, including a trip to the Riverbanks Zoo and a Coastal Carolina
basketball game. We hope to see you then!
As always, thanks for choosing SC Whitmore School and I hope you have a
wonderful fall season, enjoy the cooler weather, and keeping working hard in
making progress towards graduation! See you soon.
Thank you

@SCWHITMORESCHOOL

-John Loveday M.Ed., M.T.
Principal, SCWS

@SCWS1

SC WHITMORE SCHOOL

SC WHITMORE SCHOOL
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Counselor's Corner

COUNSELOR TIP FOR SUCCESS
Create a schedule for when you will complete your work each day. If you have a
part-time job or other obligations like soccer practice, be sure to schedule
around those as well. It is expected for school work to take you 4-6hrs a day.
Here is an example (obviously your course names may be different):
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Counselor's Corner

Individualized Graduation Plan (IGP)

It’s that time of year again. Your counselors want to get to know more
about you and your future plans. We are excited about the bright future
you have ahead and want to be sure you have everything you need to be
successful in taking that next step. Please remember, this is an annual
state-mandated meeting.
Book your appointment with Mr. Disbrow here.
Book your appointment with Mrs. Goff here.
Book your appointment with Mrs. Gilbert here.

Groups

Mrs. Gilbert and Mrs. Goff will be holding an 8-week long group on
Choosing Your Future Path. This group will hold its first session at this
link on November 4th at 1:00 pm. Mark your calendars. These additional
sessions will be held on various topics in Choosing Your Future Path:
November 11th at 1:30pm here.
November 18th at 1:30pm here.
November 25th at 1:30pm here.
Please join Mrs. Dunbar here for the third Senior Meeting of the 20192020 school year. We will meet on Monday, November 11th at 2 pm and
discuss graduation information, college and career information, and
important upcoming events.
Please join Mr. Disbrow here for a group dedicated to parents or
guardians of new students at SCWS. This group will meet on Tuesday,
November 12th at 12pm. We will discuss the basics of SCWS and cover
what it takes to be a successful student. This will also be a platform for
you to ask questions regarding your student(s) and their overall success.
Please join Mrs. Goff here for a group called Failures Don’t Define You.
This group will meet on November 13th at 1:00pm. We will discuss how
failures or setbacks can be used to propel us to greater heights than we
imagined.
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Counselor's Corner

Scholarships:
The Palmetto State School Counselor Association awards three high
school seniors a $1,000.00 non-renewable scholarship to assist with postsecondary education costs.
Eligibility:
Must be a high school senior attending a public or private secondary
school in the state of South Carolina.
Must be a permanent resident of the state of South Carolina.
Must plan to attend a post-secondary institution during the 2020-2021
school year.
Find out more and submit an application through this Google link.
The new College Board Opportunity Scholarships program is awarding
$5M in scholarships to the class of 2020. There is NO GPA or family
income requirement. Students simply get rewarded for the work they're
already doing to apply for college. Create a piece about a coastal/marine
species, place, or system that will be threatened, altered, or lost due to
climate change.
Earn micro scholarships as you plan for college and have a chance at
earning a $40,000 scholarship.
Find out more details and apply here.

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid
The new 2020-2021 FAFSA form is now available. Some states and schools
have limited funds, so don’t delay! To begin your application, select the
“START HERE” button on the FAFSA homepage at
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa or download the myStudentAid app
for iOS and Android.
Visit Counselors’ Corner on your student desk for more scholarship
opportunities.

Interested in becoming a chef or baker?

Check out this great opportunity at Disney World called Cook Around the
World! Click here for more information.
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Counselor's Corner

Project Connect:
Project CONNECT is provided online for free to both grandmothers and
their grandchildren (ages 12-18). Participation involves the following:
Completing a survey before the program;
Watching self-paced videos over a 10-week period;
Completing a survey after the program;
Completing follow-up surveys 3, 6, and 9 months following the
program;
Some grandmothers and grandchildren may also be asked to complete
daily surveys or a telephone interview.
Incentives for participating: Families will receive a tablet computer,
which they can keep afterward. Grandmothers and grandchildren who
finish the study will also receive $150 apiece. Those completing the daily
diaries will receive an additional $126, and those completing telephone
interviews will receive another $30.
Please share this information with any students of ages 12 to 18 who are
being raised by grandparents. Interested families can contact Project
CONNECT either toll-free (855-260-2433) or by email
(ksuprojectconnect@gmail.com).

Interested in the Environment?

Consider getting involved in the Sierra Student Coalition
https://www.sierraclub.org/youth with valuable opportunities to learn
leadership skills and make a difference in the Palmetto State.

Interested in applying to the University of Alabama?

Application fees will be waived on November 4-10th. To access the fee
waiver code, click here.

Not sure which career you want to pursue?
Trident Technical College is opening up registration for its Spring Career
Fair, which will be held on Thursday, March 5, 2020, from 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The event will have demonstrations to give a glimpse of what it’s like
to work in various careers and families can speak with professors,
financial aid/admissions representatives, and current TTC students.
Contact Rene Gutierrez at rene.gutierrez@tridenttech.edu for more
information and register here.
NOVEMBER 2019
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Student of the month!
DONOVAN SORIANO
Junior

⎪Taylors,

South Carolina

Congratulations Donovan Soriano, a junior from Taylors, SC. Donovan is our
October Student of the Month. This is Donovan’s second year at SC Whitmore
School and he has been a phenomenal student during his time here.
One of the reasons Donovan chose to enroll in SC Whitmore School was
because of the flexibility.
“I can do my work at any time and anywhere,” said Donovan.
Donovan has loved his experience at SC Whitmore School. The flexibility has
allowed him to get ahead one year in his school work.
If Donovan encounters challenges while learning at SCWS he has a plan to
succeed. He really appreciates the videos online and the videos from his
teachers explaining a subject.
Donovan’s teachers also see how hard he is working. He is currently working
ahead in his Honors Algebra 2 course.
“He asks questions periodically for clarification through Teacher Message and
responds accurately to my feedback in the lessons", said Mrs. Redfearn, algebra
teacher.
Donovan enjoys basketball and is currently playing for the local high school in
his area, Riverside High in Greer, South Carolina. Some of his other favorite
things to do include drawing, playing video games and spending time with
family and friends.
Donovan plans to continue to succeed at SC Whitmore School. He plans to
maintain a 4.0+ GPA. In the future, Donovan would like to combine his love for
basketball with the medical field and become a physical therapist or a physical
trainer.
Adjusting to online school for Donovan has gone pretty well.
“I believe having self-discipline and support from my family and my teachers allowed me to adjust well,”
said Donovan. “The teachers allowed me to feel a real school setting at home, especially Mrs. Gilbert.”
He stays organized with his assignments by keeping a physical calendar.
He said, “It helps me to physically write down my schedule.
”Donovan recommends that new students at SCWS learn in an environment where you can stay focused
with no distractions and get work done efficiently. He finds it easier to get out of his bedroom.
We are very proud of all of your accomplishments Donovan! Keep doing “School Your Way!”
NOVEMBER 2019
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A T T E N T I O N

S T U D E N T S !

Did you know that National Beta Club is "the largest independent, non-profit,
educational youth organization" in the United States? Did you know that it has
also been in existence for nearly a century? Beta Club is one of the most
recognized high school clubs in the country, so it goes without saying that
colleges and employers are impressed when they see it listed on a student's
application.
In order to qualify for Beta Club membership, students must:

· Have and maintain a 3.5 GPA
· Be in good academic standing
· Be in good attendance standing
As a club, we meet monthly for meetings (through Google Hangouts), and
students are responsible for completing at least 45 volunteer hours over the
course of the school year in order to earn their 0.5 elective credit. Students can
choose to complete up to 90 hours for a full credit!
If you are interested in becoming a Beta Club member, please contact Mrs. Adams.
(eadams@scwhitmoreschool.org) For more Beta Club information click here.
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Testing Updates

WIN Ready to Work
SENIORS! You may have received an email about the
WIN Ready to Work exam.Please respond to Mrs.
Havens, our School Testing Coordinator, concerning the
testing opportunity in December. Please follow the
instructions in your email to begin working on the
Ready to Work Courseware (R2WC). This will prepare
you for earning a silver, gold or platinum certificate
that shows potential employers which skills you already
have!
Students in your third year of high school, don’t worry,
your opportunity to take the WIN Ready to Work
assessment comes in the spring. You will receive more
information in early January.

Third year high school students
All students in their third year of high school (regardless of grade level), have been
emailed information about the opportunity to take a college entrance exam through
the school. Testing will take place in the spring. We must have your choice of ACT,
SAT, or NEITHER on file for this school year. Please return the form if you have not
already done so. If you mark that you don’t want to be tested this year, you will be
removed from the email list.
Note:
If you choose to take the ACT or SAT, you will be required to take the corresponding
prep course (ACT Prep or SAT Prep). This is a 0.5 credit course and will be added to
your upcoming courses for the 2019-2020 school year to begin later this fall.
Questions? Contact Mrs. Havens at ahavens@scwhitmoreschool.org
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Testing Updates

ASVAB
Are you interested in joining a branch of the
military or just want more information about
career programs as you prepare for life after high
school? Consider the standardized test known as
ASVAB—Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery. ASVAB Career Exploration Program (CEP),
is a career planning program. Students are given
the opportunity to take the ASVAB with no
commitment to military service.
The ASVAB CEP provides an interest assessment and planning tools to help
students explore career field entry requirements and various career paths, both
military and civilian. Students in grades 10 - 12 can participate.
Participants receive three composite scores in verbal, math and
science/technical skills used for career exploration, and an Armed Forces
Qualification Test (AFQT) score is also reported for anyone who may want to
enlist in the military. You’ll find a great practice test and lots of other
information about the ASVAB at the Department of Defense's ASVAB Career
Exploration Program site ( ASVABprogram.com ).
SC Whitmore School would like to offer the test for our students if there is
sufficient interest. If you are interested in taking the ASVAB this year, please
complete this interest survey by November 15th.
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Staff Spotlight
JESSICA MUNYON

Electives Teacher ⎪ Greenville, SC
What do you like to do in your spare time?
When I'm not working, I spend most of my time taking care of the house, doing yard work, watching
HGTV, all that domestic fun stuff! I enjoy being home with my husband and my four-year old daughter,
Leah. We take lots of walks, swim, and play around the neighborhood a lot. We're pretty new to the
Upstate, so I spend a lot of time exploring new parks, museums, and playgrounds with my little one.
I've really enjoyed house hunting here and learning about the area. I also take a lot of mini-trips to
Hilton Head and Charleston a lot to visit family and friends.

Tell a little bit about your background.
I am originally from Hilton Head Island, but have lived pretty much everywhere around SC. I attended
The University of South Carolina where I studied Art Education. After graduation, I taught in
Spartanburg County for a few years before returning to Hilton Head to teach at the same elementary
school that I attended as a child. After that, I briefly lived near San Francisco, CA, before returning to
the Upstate, where I am now. I've been teaching part-time for SCWS for the past two years, and I'm very
exited to be starting my first year full time here this year!

What do you want the students to know about you?
I teach the arts and several electives courses at SCWS. I enjoy being able to connect with my art
students and share something that means so much to me and has been such a huge part of my life. I
love to see the ways other people interpret art and express themselves, and I'm happy to be a part of
that outlet for students at SCWS.

What do you do at SCWS and what do you enjoy most about your role?
I want my students to know that I want to know them. It's fantastic to see great work coming in, and
it's rewarding to be able to help when I can, but the best part of teaching is getting to know your
students and share in their lives, their joys and their successes. A little bit of that naturally gets lost in
the virtual environment, but I really love it when students open up and make those personal
connections.

Jessica Munyon 2019-2020

NOVEMBER 2019

My husband, Michael, our
daughter Leah, and myself in
Charleston enjoying the
beautiful weather!

We love to spend time with family
and friends in Leah and me on Spring
Break on Hilton Head. In this photo
was from spring break.
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CONGRATULATIONS
•••

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE ALL-STARS

Students become Attendance All-Star when they submit quality work for
every school day during one month. These students will also receive a $25
check for all of their hardwork.

Amber Bowden
Christopher Campbell
Carolina Cervantes
Erin Clayton
Lilee Cox
Alyssa Crummey
Demtrius Dixon
Matthew Frye
William Goss
Shelley Gunter
Auston Hall

Abigail Henry
Ian Hood
Simone Howard
Tyler Kimball
Madison Ladd
Paradise Lewis
Ian Lupinek
Brixen McCarty
Garrett Palmer
Blythe Rawlings
Savanna Renteria

Ka Lyn Rodgers
Parker Shaffer
Deven Soriano
Donovan Soriano
Emmalee Stone
Emanuele Talford
Christian Taylor
Mia Thatcher
Adrienne Walsh
Emma Wetzel
Andrew Wise

If you have any questions regarding All-Star Attendance please refer to this link.

NOVEMBER 2019

PAGE | 11

SCWS NEWS • A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER • NOVEMBER 2019

MONTHLY CHARACTER TRAIT CONTEST

Compassion
Compassion – Empathy – Love – Caring: Students should:
• Show care, concern, and empathy for the needs
of other persons without regard to race, religion,
gender, age, economic status, and/or physical
and mental condition;
• Be sensitive and supportive of others;
• Be forgiving; not hold grudges.
“Compassion is to look beyond your own pain, to see the pain of
others.” Yasmin Mogahed

Please use your talents by creating a song, drawing a picture, writing a
short story or poem, making a google slides presentation, etc. to
explore what compassion means to you. Submissions are due to Mrs.
Dunbar at kdunbar@scwhitmoreschool.org on Sunday, November
30th. Each submission will be entered to win a prize.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Click here to RSVP for all of our upcoming events in December 2019

Basketball Game
December 4th , 2019, 7:00 pm,
The HTC Center
104 Founders Dr, Conway, SC 29526

In December, the students of SCWS will
have the opportunity to attend a college
athletic game in an area close to them.
Students can socialize with their peers and
enjoy the game. We are excited for you all to
join us at a court near you! *Attending school
sponsored events will count as your
attendance that day!

Basketball Game
December 8th, 2019
Furman University - Timmons Arena at 2:00PM.
3300 Poinsett Hwy, Greenville, SC 29613.
The University of South Carolina - Colonial Life Arena at 12PM.

801 Lincoln St, Columbia, SC 29201

In December, the students of SCWS will
have the opportunity to attend a college
athletic game in an area close to them.
Students can socialize with their peers and
enjoy the game. We are excited for you all to
join us at a court near you! *Attending school
sponsored events will count as your
attendance that day!
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