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Happy New Year!
SCWS students and parents, Happy New Year!
As we enter the year 2020, we look forward to assisting you in meeting your
academic goals. We have lots of great school events planned for the new
year. Please review those options in this newsletter and via the link on your
Student Desk. We hope to see you at one of those events soon. Please also
remember the traditional school year will end of May 29, 2020 and our
graduation ceremony will be held on June 6, 2020. It may seem like it's really
far away, but the spring and summer will be upon us before we know it.
Please keep in close contact with your teachers and school counselor, in
order to ensure you are on pace to meet all of your academic goals for
2020.
Take care and as always, thanks for choosing SC Whitmore School.

-John Loveday M.Ed., M.T.
Principal, SCWS

@SCWHITMORESCHOOL

@SCWS1

SC WHITMORE SCHOOL

SC WHITMORE SCHOOL

SC.WHITMORE.SCHOOL
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Counselor's Corner

COUNSELOR TIP FOR SUCCESS
A new year is a great time to set new goals! Consider writing a monthly goal so
it’s easy to change your focus or continue on. Check out Mrs. Goff’s group: Goalsetting Through Obstacles.

Senior Information
In order to participate in the graduation ceremony, students must complete
all requirements by Friday, May 29th (last day of the traditional school year).
You must order a cap and gown here:
https://www.graduationsource.com/graduation-portals/sc-whitmore-school17957.html
A baby picture and current picture must be sent to Mrs. Adams at
eadams@scwhitmoreschool.org for the senior slideshow.
Graduation will be held on Saturday, June 6th at 11 am. Students must arrive
at 9:30 am for pictures and rehearsal.
Location: Metropolitan Convention Center, 1101 Lincoln Street, Columbia SC
29201
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Counselor's Corner

Individualized Graduation Plan (IGP)

It’s that time of year again. Your counselors want to get to know more
about you and your future plans. We are excited about the bright future
you have ahead and want to be sure you have everything you need to be
successful in taking that next step. Please remember, this is an annual
state-mandated meeting.
Book your appointment with Mr. Disbrow here.
Book your appointment with Mrs. Goff here.
Book your appointment with Mrs. Gilbert here or complete the form here.

Groups
Calling all 10th Graders! If you started high school in 2018, then you are a
10th grader. Additionally, if you have between 6.5 and 11.5 credits, you are
considered a 10th grader. Meet with Mrs. Goff, Wednesday, January 8th at
1:00 pm to get updates and information for 10th graders. Click here to
join.
Calling all 11th graders! Please join Mrs. Gilbert on Monday, January 13th at
1 pm for our grade level meeting. If you have between 12-17.5 credits, you
are considered an 11th grader. We will discuss important information to
help you be successful this year. Click here to join or call in at 269-8201128 PIN 894 257#.
Join Mrs. Goff on Tuesday, January 14th at 1:00 pm to learn the WOOP
strategy for Goal-setting Through Obstacles. This strategy will help you
knock down your goals. Click here to join.
Please join Mr. Disbrow on Wednesday, January 15th at 11:00 AM for his
9th-grade group. We will talk about different strategies to continue to
make this school year a successful one. Click here to join.
Please join Mrs. Dunbar on Wednesday, January 15th at 2 pm for the
monthly Senior Meeting. We will discuss graduation information, college
and career information, and important upcoming events. Click here to
join.
If you’re a parent of a new student and have questions about SCWS and your
student’s success, please join Mr. Disbrow on Wednesday, January 22 for our
Parents of New Students Group with Mr. Disbrow at 11:00 AM. Click here to join.
JANUARY 2020
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Counselor's Corner

Lit Lunch
Our monthly Lit Lunch meet-up is for any student who wants to share any
creative work you’ve been working on. You can sing, play an instrument, share a
piece of a story you wrote or artwork you’ve created. The possibilities are
endless! You can also join us if you want to meet new friends and cheer them
on! Our next virtual meet-ups will be here on the following dates:
Thursday, January 9th
Thursday, February 6th

Decision Day 2020
We're having our first Decision Day in the Spring of 2020. If you're not familiar,
this is traditionally a time to let everyone know which college you plan to
attend; however, we know college isn't everyone's choice and we want to
celebrate ALL of you!
To celebrate, we'd like to post a picture on social media of you with either:
a) the college acceptance letter of the school you plan to attend in the Fall of
2020,
b) the name of the job you landed,
c) the military branch you're enlisting in or
d) what you're doing during your GAP year.
Please send your pictures to our PR Manager, Ms. Latta at
prscws@scwhitmoreschool.org.
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Counselor's Corner

Scholarships:
Gettysburg College has several in-house scholarships for incoming
freshman and they range in the amounts per scholarship. The Eisenhower
Scholarship is a $160,000 that spans over four years. The application is
due January 15, 2020. Find out more here.
Other scholarships include the Abraham Lincoln Scholarships ($32,000
annually), the Presidential Scholarships ($27,000 annually), the David
Wills Scholarships ($24,000 annually), and the 1832 Founders Scholarships
($15,000 annually). See more information here.

Asian and Pacific Islander American Scholarship
Scholarship awards range from one-time $2,500 awards to multi-year
$20,000 awards. APIA Scholars provides scholarships to underserved APIA
students with a special focus on those who:
Live at or below the poverty level, or are otherwise of low
socioeconomic status;
Are the first in their families to attend college;
Are representative of the APIA community’s diversity, (geographically
and ethnically}, especially those ethnicities that have been
underrepresented on college campuses due to limited access and
opportunity; and
Have placed a strong emphasis on community service and leadership as
well as solid academic achievement.
The application will be available for the 2020-2021 academic year from
September 4, 2019 until January 22, 2020 at 5:00 PM EST.
To learn more and apply, click here.

JANUARY 2020

PAGE | 05

SCWS NEWS • A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER • JANUARY 2020

Counselor's Corner

College Board Scholarships
The new College Board Opportunity Scholarships program is awarding
$5M in scholarships to the class of 2020. There is NO GPA or family income
requirement. Students simply get rewarded for the work they're already
doing to apply for college. Create a piece about a coastal/marine species,
place, or system that will be threatened, altered, or lost due to climate
change.
Earn micro scholarships as you plan for college and have a chance at
earning a $40,000 scholarship.
Find out more details and apply here.

James F. Byrnes Foundation Scholarship
To be eligible for the James F. Byrnes Foundation Scholarship, a student
must meet the following qualifications:
have one or both parents deceased
be a United States citizen and a South Carolina resident
have need of financial assistance to attend college
be a current senior in high school
have a satisfactory academic record
plan to pursue a bachelor’s degree at an accredited four-year college or
university
If selected as a recipient, the student will receive a $4,500 award, renewable for
a total of four years; total award $18,000 for the academic career. Awards are for
undergraduate study only.
Recipients have the following obligations to the James F. Byrnes Foundation.
They must maintain a 2.0 GPA and send semester grades to the Foundation
office after each semester is complete. Each year, recipients must participate in
the following activities:
Byrnes Scholars’ Luncheon in Columbia on the second Saturday in June
Super Weekend in Garden City Beach, SC, the third weekend of March
Fall Dinner in his/her area held in October – dates to be determined
Applications must be submitted after January 2, 2020, and postmarked by
February 1, 2020. For more information please visit https://byrnesscholars.org/
JANUARY 2020
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Counselor's Corner

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid
The new 2020-2021 FAFSA form is now available. Some states and schools
have limited funds, so don’t delay! To begin your application, select the
“START HERE” button on the FAFSA homepage at
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa or download the myStudentAid app for
iOS and Android.
Visit Counselors’ Corner on your student desk for more scholarship
opportunities.
Not sure which career you want to pursue?
Trident Technical College is opening up registration for its Spring Career
Fair, which will be held on Thursday, March 5, 2020, from 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The event will have demonstrations to give a glimpse of what it’s like
to work in various careers and families can speak with professors, financial
aid/admissions representatives, and current TTC students. Contact Rene
Gutierrez at rene.gutierrez@tridenttech.edu for more information and
register here.
.

PACE Scholarship Academy
PACE Scholarship Academy will be hosting a Statewide Scholarship and
College Fair on Saturday January 25, 2020. It will be from 9:00-2:00 at
Sumter High School 2580 McCrays Mill Rd., Sumter, SC 29154. There will
also be another fair at Wilson High School 1411 Old Marion Hwy. Florence,
SC 29506. These are HUGE fairs and the best thing about them is it's FREE!
Click here to register online. No registration fee if you register in advance.
There will be a $5 charge at the door. Register in while it's free.
The sponsor behind PACE is a School Counselor who's daughter earned 63
scholarships. She knows full rides are possible and does workshops
showing you how it can be done. Treat yourself to this amazing
opportunity if you can!
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Student of the month!
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR
Senior

⎪Rock

Hill, South Carolina

Congratulations Christian Taylor, a sophomore from Rock Hill, SC.
Christian is our December Student of the Month. This is Christian’s
fourth year at SC Whitmore School and he has been a great student
during his time here.
One of the reasons Christian chose to enroll at the SC Whitmore School
was because he was excited to try school online.
Christian has enjoyed his experience at SC Whitmore School, and after
talking with his mom and his school counselor he understood how to
set his schedule ensuring his success.
Christian’s school counselor Mrs. Gilbert said, “I reached out to him over
the summer to see if finishing this year was his goal. He said yes and I'm
proud to say he's been rocking it out! He's on his last bit of classes and I
couldn't be more excited and proud of him.”

Christian has been able to stay on top of his school work and uses a few different techniques to make
sure he is successful. “I use the stars on the student desk to keep track of my assignments, as well as
the calendar on my phone,” said Christian.
His teachers are seeing how hard he is working as well.
“He is so consistent and conscientious,” said Mrs. Redfearn, Mathematics Teacher. “Also, he wants to revise
for better grades on his lessons. I love this turn around and am so proud of his progress!”

He says the best way to adjust to online learning is working with computers before starting school online.
The general knowledge of computers, email, and using documents is beneficial.
Christian plans to pursue a career in mechanical engineering or photography after graduating from SC
Whitmore School.
In his free time Christian enjoys reading and playing video games.
Christian recommends that new students at SCWS make sure they turn in their work regularly so you do
not get behind. In most of our courses, students need to complete two full lessons each week, but
working every day in every course is key to success!
Christian, we are very proud of all your accomplishments! Keep doing “School Your Way!”

JANAURY 2020
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Testing Updates

WIN Ready to Work
SENIORS...if you missed the opportunity to retake the
WIN Ready to Work exam, you will have another
opportunity in the spring.
Students in your third year of high school , don’t worry,
your opportunity to take the WIN Ready to Work
assessment comes in the spring. You will be placed in
the Ready to Work Course starting January 7th to
prepare for the exam and familiarize yourself with the
assessment format.

College Bound third year high school students
If you choose to take the ACT or SAT, you will be required to take the corresponding
prep course (ACT Prep or SAT Prep). This is a 0.5 credit course and will be added to
your upcoming courses. When you get this course, please begin working! Your goal
should be to complete the prep course before the ACT or SAT date in late Februaryearly March.

January EOC Exams
If you were notified to take the January EOC, please finish all of your reviews and
practice exam before your test date. Keep in communication with your teacher via
Teacher Message to always have the most up-to-date information. Watch for email
and text updates concerning your testing location and date. Do your best and show
us what you’ve learned!
Questions?
Contact Mrs. Havens through the “Testing” link on your Student Desk or
ahavens@scwhitmoreschool.org .
JANAURY 2020
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Testing Updates
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Welcome Board Chair
SHENNICE CLECKLEY

SCWS Board Chair ⎪ Lexington, SC
Tell us a little bit about yourself?
"I am a Business Development Coach in Lexington South Carolina. That got
started because I am also a 17 year entrepreneur. I transitioned from being a
bakery food entrepreneur to now teaching people how to operate their
business."

How did you get connected with SCWS?
"I started at SC Whitmore actually as the commencement speaker, which I was so excited
to be chosen and my story goes a lot with the theme of many of the stories of the students
that attend SC Whitmore. Where you have had to have some second chances and where
some things are going on. So I fell in love with the school when I was the commencement
speaker. Then that next year in speaking so highly of the SC Whitmore school and how the
results were going and the love that they give the students and a quality education I then
was asked to be on the board, of course then I jumped and leaped at it."

Where do you see SCWS in the future?

What do you love most about SCWS?

"I see Whitmore being a model for other schools, and the
"I love the staff most at SC Whitmore. The staff makes sure that
other charter schools. Having a nonprofit charter school in
the students have quality care. The students are our blood and
South Carolina where kids can go and understand that you
the students are who we work for. We make sure that the
can be successful regardless of what is happening, SCWS can
students as our primary goal are the ones who have quality
make sure that your education is accessible for you, wherever
service, but if the staff is not happy and if the teachers are not
you are. But then also making you feel like you are a family. So
excellent then students cannot be excellent. We have some
it is not a traditional setting, we understand. But the access to
excellent teachers and an excellent model. So our students can
quality education is something that invaluable for a state that now go out and make other people feel good. We see them excel
is so spread out like ours. So having Whitmore as a model for
whether they decide to go to school as in extra colleges or the
that type of education, I see us growing, but not growing so
workforce or the military workforce every time they go they are
much where we cannot be personalized. But truly using it as
taking that light that comes from our teachers and our
a success roll. Having other places duplicate what we have
administration. They are taking that quality education and putting
done. That would be amazing."
it together and really shinning out on everybody else."

What do you like to do in your free time?
"In my free time, I like to read, eat cheese, and worship Jesus. Not in that order but I do like to do that. I like
to spend time with family and friends, but those are pretty much my loves right now!"

What would you like people to know about you that they may not know?
"About me, fun fact about me that people may not know is that in high school I was a clogger. So I took clogging lesson and I really
like clogging and square dancing. I know that is probably you would probably not think about that, but I absolutely adore it."

What would you like people to know about SCWS that they may not know?
"As far as with SC Whitmore I think people do not realize that as a virtual school there is a way that you can still feel like someone
is touching you. Virtual does not necessarily mean that you are not in touch with someone or that you are not having connectivity.
Even though I am a Full time USC
You really
do have
connectivity
to your counselors, to your teachers, and to those in your area. The school makes every opportunity
employee
(Student
Services
Coordinator-First
Year
English)
and
an
to make sure that the personal touch is there as well as your virtual education. I am not sure if people realize how valuable that is,
alum, I am a Clemson fan!
but that it can be done."

JANUARY 2020
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Staff Spotlight
CHARLITA EARLE

Graduation Coach ⎪ West Columbia, SC

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I like to read, travel, listen to music, explore other cultures and spend
time with my family.

Tell a little bit about your background.
I'm from West Columbia, SC. I am a graduate of Airport High School and received my
B.A. and Ed.S from USC. I've held a variety of positions in higher education including
Admissions Counselor/Recruiter and Educational Talent Search Counselor. I am
currently the Student Services Program Coordinator for First Year English at USC. I
was a School Counselor for several years at a traditional "brick and mortar" school.

What do you want the students to know about you?
I am a great listener ! I am interested in who you are, your dreams, goals and
what I can do to help you be successful.

Charlita Earle 2019-2020

What do you do at SCWS and what do you enjoy
most about your role?
I am one of three Graduation Coaches. I am excited about this role because it
gives me the opportunity to make a difference in the life of a student. I look
forward to meeting face to face and getting to know each of you.

Even though I am a Full time USC
employee (Student Services
Coordinator-First Year English) and an
alum, I am a Clemson fan!

JANUARY 2020

I love
to travel!
My husband, Michael, our
daughter Leah, and myself in
Charleston enjoying the
beautiful weather!

I am the mother of a soon to
be 15 year old high school
freshman, Karsyn Earle.
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CONGRATULATIONS
•••

DECEMBER ATTENDANCE ALL-STARS

Students become Attendance All-Stars when they submit quality work for
every school day during one month. These students will also receive a $25
check for all of their hardwork.

Amber Bowden
Madelyn Brooks
Christopher Campbell
Ariane Cannon
Taylor Carder
Carolina Cervantes
Alyssa Collins
Lilee Cox
Montgomery Feenstra
Katya Flower
Auston Hall

Austin Hankins
Abigail Henry
Brittany Hinson
Xelia Johnson
Tyler Kimball
Anna Lemstrom
Trent Lewis
Ian Lupinek
Mari Martin
Kelby Mcanulty

Garrett Palmer
Savanna Renteria
Alexander Skiles
Nolan Smith
Donovan Soriano
Emmalee Stone
Christian Taylor
Gabriella Ventura
Emma Wetzel
Hannah Williams
Andrew Wise

If you have any questions regarding All-Star Attendance please refer to this link.

JANUARY 2020
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MONTHLY CHARACTER TRAIT CONTEST

Tolerance
Tolerant – Unprejudiced: Students should:
• Accept individual differences
• Be able to negotiate and compromise
• Strive to discover and learn about people who are different from
themselves and about cultures different from their own
• Recognize that we are fallible and therefore make mistakes
“Tolerance implies no lack of commitment to one’s own beliefs.
Rather it condemns the oppression or persecution of others.” John
F. Kennedy
Please use your talents by creating a song, drawing a picture, writing a
short story or poem, making a google slides presentation, etc. to
explore what tolerance means to you. Submissions are due to Mrs.
Dunbar at kdunbar@scwhitmoreschool.org on Friday, January 31st.
Each submission will be entered to win a prize.

JANAURY 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Click here to RSVP for all of our upcoming events in January 2020.

Coffee with Counselors
Graduation Coach Meetup
January 23rd, 2020

Starbucks10835 Kings Road Ste 290.
Myrtle Beach, SC 29572
Time: 3:00PM

Please join Mrs. L’Etoile and Mrs. Hurley on Thursday, January 23rd at
3pm. FREE coffee and a chance to talk with your Graduation Coaches and
other SCWS students! Come to chat about school, activities or the latest
video game. *Attending school sponsored events will count as your
attendance that day!

JANUARY 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Click here to RSVP for all of our upcoming events in January 2020.

Skate Day
January 24th, 2019,

The Pavilion400 Scottswood Rd. Taylors, SC 29687
Time: 11:30AM-1:00PM
HiWire -Irmo Park1019 Broad Stone Rd. Irmo, SC 29063
Time: 3:00PM- 5:00PM
Carolina Ice Palace7665 Northwoods Blvd, North Charleston,
SC 29406
Time: 11:00AM-1:00PM
In January, the students of SCWS will have the opportunity to attend Skate
Day. Students can socialize with their peers and enjoy the ice skating rink.
We are excited for you all to join us at an ice rink near you! *Attending
school sponsored events will count as your attendance that day!

JANUARY 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Click here to RSVP for all of our upcoming events in January 2019

Museum Tour

February 11th, 2020

Upcountry History Museum540 Buncombe St, Greenville, SC 29601 Time: 10AM-11:30AM
SC State Museum 301 Gervais Street Columbia, SC 29201 Time: 10:00AM - 12:00PM
Charleston African American Tours Time: 10AM-11:30AM
Horry County Museum and L.W. Paul Living
History Farm 2279 Harris Short Cut Rd Conway, SC 29526 Time: 10AM-11:30AM
In February, the students of SCWS will have the opportunity to tour
history in their area. Students can socialize with their peers and enjoy
learning about South Carolina. We are excited for you all to join us at a
tour near you! *Attending school sponsored events will count as your
attendance that day!
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